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Th e  c a s tl e  w a s  b uil t  by  t h e  m a r q uis e   M al as pin a  o rigin ally  co m e  
fro m  Lunigia n a  in  1 1 1 2.  Th es e  lords  w e r e  give n  so m e  lan d s  fro m  
t h e  po p e  Giova n ni  XVIII  (inclu din g  t h e  Temo  valley)  b e c a u s e  t h ey  
p a r ticip a t e d ,  to g e t h e r  Pis a n s  a n d  Ge nove n s  to  t h e  c r u s a d e  a g ains t  
t h e  Arab s,  w ho  w e r e  a  t h r e a t  to  t h e  S a r dinia n  p eo ple.  Fo r  t his  
m o tive  t h e  po p ula tion  of  Bos a  Vetus  w a s  t r a n sfe r r e d  to  t h e  bo t to m  
of S e r r av alle  hill, w h e r e  t h ey felt  m o r e  p ro t e c t e d .
Th e  c a s tl e   w a s  b uil t  in  va rious  s t a g e s,  sinc e  t h e  XII c e n t u ry  w h e n  
so m e  tow e r s  w e r e  con s t r uc t e d ,  wi th  a  sc h e m e  simila r  to  S ain t  
Mic h ele’s c a s tl e  in Ca glia ri. 

1 .  The  o rigin al  b uilding s  di m e n sions  co nsis t e d  of fou r  s m all tow e r s,  
on e  a t  e a c h  a n gle.  In  t h e  co r n e r  you  c a n  s e e  t h e  r e m ains  of  t h e  
b a s e  of  t h e  o rigin al  tow er.  The  w alkw ay  is  a lso  visible  w h e r e  t h e  
g a r d s  c a r ri e d  ou t  t h ei r  s e n t ry d u tie s
Th e  co u r ty a r d  w a s  si t u a t e d  in  t h e  c e n t r e  s u r ro u n d e d  by  t h e  living  
q u a r t e r s .
Th e  b uilding s  w e r e  t wo  o r  t h r e e  s to rie s  hig h  c a p p e d  by  sl a n t e d  
roofs  to  e n a ble  r ain  w a t e r  to  b e  collec t e d  via  t h e  g u t t e rin g  sys t e m  
w hic h  flowe d  in to  t h e  cis t e r n s.  

4 .  Th e  to w e r  si t u a t e d  in t h e  N o r t h  co r n er, w a s  d e m olish e d  a t  t h e
b e gin nin g  of 1 3 0 0  a n d  r e co n s t r u c t e d  by Giova n ni Ca p ula,  t h e  s a m e  
a r c hi t ec t  w ho  con s t r u c t e d  t h e  tow e r  of  Ele p h a n t  in  Ca glia ri  a n d  
S ain t  Pa nc r azio’s to w e r  too .
Th e  m ain  tow e r  w a s  b ui t  in  t r e c hyt e,  in  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  t h e r e  is  
ligh t  pink  t r a c hyte ,  in  t h e  lowe r  p a r t  t h e  a s hl a r  m a d e  u p  of  r e d  
t r a c hyt e  a s hl a r s .
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Du rin g  t h e  firs t  ye a r s  of t h e  XIV c e n t u ry t h e  c a s t e  w a s  pl e d g e d  a n d  
t h e n  sold  to  t h e  Giudic a to  of Arbo r e a .
Th e  a r bo r e a  s t aye d  in  Bos a  u n til  1 4 1 0  af t e r  w hich  t h e  c a s tl e  a n d  
t h e  ci ty  of  Bos a  w e r e  co n q u e r e d  by  t h e  Ara go n e si.  The  c a s tl e  t h e n  
b e c a m e  a  t r u e  mili t a ry  g a r ri so n.  Th ey  for tified  t h e  w alls  a n d  
co ns t r u c t e d  m u c h  la r g e r  tow e r s .
Th ey  also  m a d e  b e t t e r  u s e  of  t h e  e co no mic  r e so u r c e s  t h a t  t h e  ci ty  
a n d  t h e  r ive r  offe r e d  a n d  inc r e a s e d  t h e  impo r t  a n d  expo r t  of goo ds.
U n d e r  t h e  a r a go n e s e  do min a tion  t h e  for t  w all  w a s  e nl a r g e d  a n d  
so m e  s ho r t  s q u a r e  to w e r s  w e r e  co ns t r u c t e d . To follow  w e r e  b uil t  a  
p e n t a go n  to w e r  a n d  a  b a nk  tow a r d  t h e  s e a  a n d  w e r e  b ui t  a l so  in  
t h e  s a m e  p e riod  t h e  t h r e e  c a n no n  r a m p s.
In  t h e  XVII w a s  a b a n do n e d  fro m  t h e  S p a nish  a n d  it  b e c a m e  ho u s e  
for  t h e  poo r e s t  p eo ple.  
Today  w e  c a n  s e e  t h e  w alls,  t h e  tow e r s  a n d  t h e  r uins  of  t h e  
ho u sin g  a r e a .

2.  Pa no r a mic  view:  you  c a n  s e e  a  b e a u tiful  view  of  Bosa;  t h e  r ive r  
Temo,  t h e  only  on e  n avig a ble  rive r  of  t h e  isla n d  (  it  is  pos sible  go  
u p  t h e  rive r  by  bo a t  for  5  k m  a s  fa r  t h e  old  r uins  of a  ro m a n  b rid g e  
n e a r  t h e  Ro m a n e s q u e  Ca t h e d r al  of S t .  Pe t er, 1 0 6 2), a n d  t h e  s e a .

3.Insid e  t h e  for t  w all, in t h e  a r m  c a m p,  t h e  c h u rc h  of Ou r  Lady of 
Re g nos  Altos  w a s  p ro b a bly b uil t  in  t h e  XIV c e n t u ry, in w hich  w e  
foun d  a n  impo r t a n t  p ain ting  discove r e d  by a ccid e n t  in 1 9 7 2  d u rin g  
r e s to r a tion  wo rk,  a t t rib u tin g  initially to  a  S p a nish  sc hool, t ho u g h  
to d ay it is co nsid e r e d  to  b e  a  Tusc a n  s c hool d a tin g  b a ck  to  1 3 4 5.

Wh e n  obs e rvin g  t h e  p ain tin g  fro m  t h e  left  w e  c a n  s e e:
- Th e  Ador a tion  of t h e  M a gi
- Th e  Las t  S u p p e r

U n d e r n e a t h:
- S t  Lucia  a n d  M a ry  M a g d ale n e  r e c eive  t h e  E uc h a ris t  fro m  a n  

a n g el
- Th e  t h eology of S ain t s  a n d  M a r ty r s

On  t h e  w all in fron t  of t h e  a p s e:
- S t  Cons t a n tin e  ro m a n  e m p e ro r  a n d  his  m o t h e r  Ele n a  wi th  t h e  

Cross  of Ch ris t
Above: S t  M a r tino  w ho  gives  his  cloak  to  a  b e g g a r
N ext:
- a n  e n o r mo u s  S t  Ch ris to p h e r  w e a rin g  a  g r e e n  t u nic
- t h e  Arch a n g el Mic h a el a n d  Celes ti al Wom a n
Above  S t  Geor g e  w ho  kills t h e  d r a go n



On t h e  r ig h t  w all a  t h eology  of F r a n cisc a n  s ain t s
U n d e r n e a t h  t h e  m a r ty r do m  of S t  Law r e n c e
At  t h e  c e n t r e  Th e  Leg e n d  of  t h e  Thr e e  De a d  a n d  t h e  Thr e e  living  
People
Is  a  d e pic tion  u niq u e  in  S a r dinia.  S t  M a c a rios  illus t r a t e s  t h e  p h a s e  
of d e co m posi tion  of t h e  bo dy  af t e r  d e a t h.  The  fir s t  co r p s  lays  in  his  
coffin,  t h e  s e co n d  s ho win g  t h e  fir s t  sig n s  of d e co m po si tion  a n d  t h e  
t hi rd  wit h  t h e  bo dy  r e d u c e d  to  a  sk ele to n.  This  t h e m e  is  a  w a r nin g  
for  p e o ple  to  r eflec t  on  t h ei r  d e a t h  a n d  no t  to  b e  t ak e n  in  by  va ni ty  
a n d  m a t e ri al  pos s e s sion  o r  e a r t hly  po w e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  only  t hin g  
t h a t  co u n t s  is  t h e  s alva tion  of  so ul  w hich  is  e q u al  for  ev e rybo dy  
r e g a r dle s s  of w h e t h e r  t h ey a r e  rich  o r  poor  

FOR SAFETY REASO N S  ITS  AB SOLUTELY FOR BI D DE N  TO 
LEAVE THE MARKED SAFE AREAS I N  B ETWEE N  FE NCE S!


